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Senior Law Project Pro Bono Award
Chris Edwardsen, 2008 Recipient
By Catherine Petrecca, Oregon State Bar.

Michael E. Haglund Award
Eric Kearney and Joshua Ross, 2008 Recipients
By Nicholas Kampars, Davis Wright Tremaine and YLS Pro Bono Committee member and Lynne Lloyd, 
Legal Aid Services of Oregon and YLS Membership Committee member.

Eric Waxler Receives the MBA Pro Bono Award of Merit

Eric Kearney

Eric Waxler, of Zipse Elkins & 
Mitchell is the 2008 Pro Bono 
Award of Merit recipient, which 
is awarded to attorneys who 
have set an example for the legal 
community by their dedication 
to providing pro bono services 
to those clients who are unable 
to aff ord them. Eric represents 
low-income domestic violence 
survivors in contested restraining 
order hearings through Legal 
Aid’s Domestic Violence Project. 
Since 1999, when he became an 
attorney, he has worked on and 
promoted pro bono initiatives 
and task forces.

Waxler is a former YLS President 
and YLS Pro Bono Committee 
Chair. He was also an inaugural 
committee member of the 

coordinating committee that 
created the statewide Pro Bono 
Fair (now in its fourth year), 
and was a member of the OSB 
committee that created a Web-
based interactive Firm Pro Bono 
Policy Toolkit.

Most recently, Waxler was 
the driving force behind the 
creation of the MBA Pro Bono 
Pledge. Th e pledge challenges 
individual lawyers to take one 
pro bono matter a year, and 
challenges fi rms to adopt pro 
bono policies and encourage 
their lawyers to provide pro bono 
legal services. Additionally, the 
pledge challenges both fi rms and 
individuals to make fi nancial 
contributions to organizations 
that provide legal services for 

low-income people. Waxler 
notes, “Taking one case in a year 
is a modest commitment, but if 
we all do our part, we can open 
the door to the justice system 
for a lot of people.”

Chris Edwardsen was selected for 
the Senior Law Project Volunteer 
of the Year Award. Aft er retiring 
in 2007, he changed his status to 
Active Pro Bono, which allows 
him to engage in pro bono 
work through LASO, a certifi ed 
program. He has fully embraced 
his new status, teaching himself 
senior law and volunteering 
extensively for the Senior Law 
Project. In addition to seeing 
28 clients with a variety of legal 
issues, he spent considerable time 
attending CLE seminars with the 
intent of becoming an even better 
volunteer.  

According to Chris, he felt remiss 
in not doing more pro bono 
work before he retired, and views 
his current work as a chance to 
catch up a little. He chose senior 
law because of the vulnerability 
of the population. He recalls 
his fi rst court case in private 
practice, over 30 years ago: “I 
sought to recover payments 
totaling nearly $100,000 which 
an unprincipled insurance 
salesman had claimed were ‘gift s’ 
to him by an impaired and lonely 
elderly woman whom he said 
had ‘befriended’ him. We got 
back what was left  of her money, 

but for every one of these 
cases we know about, there are 
probably 10 others which never 
come to light. LASO provides a 
great framework for retirees and 
others to assist some of these 
people, and it’s a good way for a 
retiree to stay involved with our 
profession.”

.
Th e 2008 Michael E. Haglund 
Award recipients are Eric Kearney 
and Joshua Ross.

This award goes to young lawyers who, 
in the tradition of Michael Haglund, 
founder of the Volunteer Lawyers 
Project, have displayed a special 
commitment to pro bono service.

Eric’s devotion to pro bono work 
is nothing less than outstanding. 
As a new member of the OSB, 
Eric hit the ground running by 
volunteering his time and services 
to a variety of pro bono clients. 
Specifi cally, Eric worked more 
than 192 pro bono hours in 2007 
and provided low-income and 
elderly individuals access to the 
legal system. Th is dedication has 
yielded extraordinary results 
and unsolicited praise from his 
clients, as well as the variety of 
organizations with which Eric 
works. Last year, he assisted the St. 
Andrew Legal Clinic, Legal Aid’s 
Domestic Violence Project and 
Legal Aid’s Senior Law Project.

Eric is a member of the MBA 
Public Outreach Committee and 
serves on the OSB New Lawyers 
Division Pro Bono Subcommittee.

Joshua Ross

Please see insert for committee 
signup form.

Volunteering Rewards
Meeting new people and 
expanding personal networks and 
perspectives are just a few of the 
reasons members cite for serving 
on committees. When you join 
a committee, you become part 
of a team of colleagues. As you 
contribute your own particular 
strengths to the work of the 
committee, you also learn from 
other committee members.

MBA Committees
Continuing Legal Education 
(CLE)
Plans, conducts, and evaluates 
30 or more CLE seminars a year. 
Classes are developed for attorneys 
in practice 10 years or longer 
and topics refl ect various areas of 
practice.

CourtCare Fundraising 
Campaign
Plans the annual fundraising 
campaign for the free childcare 
program at the Multnomah 
County Courthouse.

Court Liaison
Serves as the MBA’s interface with 
the court; fosters dialogue between 
membership, the judiciary and the 
court administrator.

Equality
Promotes equality in the 
profession and justice system 
and identifi es ways in which the 
MBA can promote diversity in the 
practice of law.

Fun
Plans the annual WinterSmash 
event that benefi ts Multnomah 
CourtCare

Golf
Conducts several golf tournaments 
between April and September, 
including the MBA Championship 
Tournament benefi ting the 
Volunteer Lawyer Project at Legal 
Aid Services of Oregon.

Group Health Insurance
Monitors quality, low-cost health 
insurance options for MBA 
members; negotiates renewal 
rates with insurance carriers; and 
explores additional services for the 
program.

Judicial Screening
Screens judicial appointment 
candidates and makes 
recommendations to the 
Presiding Judge, Chief Justice and 
the Governor, in accordance with 
the MBA process.

Membership
Reviews membership renewal 
and recruitment eff orts and 
focuses on diversity and under-
represented practice areas.

Professionalism
Creates and conducts programs 
that promote professionalism 
in the practice of law and 
assists with the nomination 
and selection process for the 
professionalism award.

YLS Committees
Membership
Plans drop-in, meet-the-judges, 
fall new admittee and winter 
third year law student socials. 
Th e committee also publishes the 
New Admittee Survival Guide.

Pro Bono
Encourages lawyers to donate 
their time and legal skills to the 
poor; publishes handbooks on 
juvenile rights and domestic 
violence; coordinates volunteers 
for at-risk youth programs; and 
sponsors a nonprofi t project 
pairing volunteer attorneys with 
nonprofi t organizations.

Professional Development and 
Education
Plans and sponsors YLS CLE 
seminars and sessions that help 
young lawyers develop their 
careers. Th ese seminars address 
the needs of attorneys in their 
fi rst fi ve years of practice. 

Service to the Public
Educates and serves the general 
public with eff orts such as 
Community Law Week, the 
Dropout Prevention Program 
and the Imprint Program. 
Th e committee also trains and 
coordinates volunteer attorneys 
who act as judges in Multnomah 
County Animal Services hearings.

YOUthFILM Project
Organizes the annual fi lmmaking 
competition for grades K-12 
focusing on the Community Law 
Week theme.

Consider Volunteering for an MBA
or YLS Committee

Josh graduated from Lewis & 
Clark Law School in 2003 and 
joined the fi rm of Stoll Berne 
aft er nearly two years clerking 
for the Hon. Rick Haselton on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals. 
Josh has volunteered for LASO 
since 2006. In 2007, he spent 
nearly 100 hours representing 
survivors of domestic violence in 
their contested restraining order 
hearings. Not only did Josh spend 
signifi cant time working with 
clients, his spirit and dedication 
inspired high praise from his 
pro bono clients. Aft er each 
case, his clients commended his 
communication with them and 
his hard work on their behalf. 
Josh’s contribution of hours is 
signifi cant, and beyond that, 
his dedication to serving his 
clients well is what makes him an 
exemplary volunteer. 

His other volunteer activities 
include helping coordinate the 
Imprint Program and coaching 
high school Mock Trial.


