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April Social a Success
By Valerie Colas, Samantha Gamboa, and Michael Miller, YLS 
Membership Committee members.

Pro Bono Spotlight:*Josh Ross
By Ben Cox, Associate at Dr. Aaron DeShaw, Esq., P.C.

Community Law Week 2010 
Reaching Out to the Community and Local Youth 
By Raife Neuman, YLS Service to the Public Committee member.

J    osh is a San Antonio native who 
attended the University of Texas, 
served in the Israeli Defense 
Forces as a paratrooper and 
worked as a chef ’s assistant in a 
Moroccan restaurant in Jerusalem. 
Josh attended law school at 
Lewis & Clark and clerked for 
Judge Rick Haselton of the 
Oregon Court of Appeals before 
joining Stoll Berne in 2005.

Josh serves as a volunteer attorney 
for the Legal Aid Services of 
Oregon (LASO) Domestic 
Violence Project, representing 
victims of domestic violence:

“Typically, clients are seeking to 
continue a restraining order that 
is being contested by the alleged 
abuser. Cases require a number of 
client meetings to prepare for the 
contested hearing. The hearings 
are like mini bench trials with 
presentation of evidence and 
examination of witnesses.

“The cases present entirely 
different sets of facts and 
legal issues from my regular 
practice. It’s a fun challenge to 
develop and use different skills 
than I typically use.”

I asked Josh if he had any advice 
for young attorneys considering 
pro bono work, but who might feel 

a) they don’t have the expertise, 
b) they don’t have the support of 
their employer and/or c) they just 
don’t know how to get started:

“My firm strongly encourages 
and supports pro bono work: it’s 
part of the firm’s core philosophy. 
I have a few suggestions for new 
lawyers who may be hesitant 
to approach firm management 
about pro bono work: First, do 
your homework. What is the 
case/program about? How many 
hours might the matter take? Will 
you need staff or other lawyers? 
Are there anticipated costs and 
can the client cover those? Is 
there a possibility to recover fees 
and costs if you win?

“Second, present the opportunity 
as ‘the right thing to do:’ show 
passion for the issue and explain 
why it’s important to you.

“Third, identify how the project 
may benefit you and/or the firm. 
Will it help you get experience 
working a case start to finish? 
Will it help you get time in court?

“Fourth, only take on issues 
you’re comfortable with, but 
don’t let the fact that it’s a new 
area of law dissuade you. There 
are plenty of experienced lawyers 
willing to act as mentors.

“Finally, taking pro bono matters 
through an organization like 
LASO makes it easy. They have 
a wealth of information for you, 
can match you to a mentor, 
and will work with you to find 
matters that are suitable for your 
experience level and schedule.

“I really feel that as lawyers we’re 
given an extraordinary amount 
of power and that, as part of the 
privilege of practicing law, we 
are obligated to use that power 
to help people who are at a 
disadvantage in the legal system 
only because they cannot afford 
to pay someone to help them.”

Josh Ross lives in North Portland 
with his wife and two children. 
Josh’s practice at Stoll Berne 
focuses on complex business, 
consumer, and securities litigation.

On April 27, the YLS Membership Committee hosted its annual Meet 
the Judges Drop-in Social at Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt. The event 
was well-attended and provided young lawyers with an opportunity to 
meet judges in an informal setting. 

This year’s social again included a raffle drawing for the benefit of 
Multnomah CourtCare, a free childcare service that provides children 
with a safe and comfortable place in the courthouse. In addition, 
Hwa Go from the MBA CourtCare committee spoke to help kickoff 
fundraising for the program. 

YLS would like to thank its generous sponsors for the event, Schwabe 
Williamson & Wyatt and Tsongas Litigation Consulting. YLS would 
also like to acknowledge the support of the local businesses that donated 
prizes for the raffle, which generated $1,030 for CourtCare! A special 
thanks to the following donors: Blush Beauty Bar; Colas Construction, 
Inc.; E’njoni Café; Lloyd Center; Markowitz, Herbold, Glade & Mehlhaf, 
PC; Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront; Mitchell Lang & Smith; 
Ninkasi; Rejuvenation; Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt; Typhoon; and 
Wasserman Media Group. 

Thank you to all who participated. We look forward to seeing you 
again next year!

YLS Meet the Judges Social and CourtCare Fundraiser

The YLS Service to the Public 
Committee once again recruited 
members of the Multnomah 
County legal community to 
host Community Law Week 
(CLW) for the general public. 
Over 70 law firms and legal 
professionals donated their time 
and resources. As before, this 
year’s CLW volunteers organized 
a “Tell it to the Judge!” event at 
Lloyd Center Mall and hosted 
free legal information booths 
throughout Multnomah County.

This was the fourth year for 
The YOUthFILM Project, a 
student filmmaking contest 
encouraging local youth to 
express themselves creatively 
while learning more about our 
government and justice system. 
Committee chair Ted Broberg 
and committee members were 
instrumental in creating and 

organizing this successful project. 
They were Ethan Chatov, Valerie 
Colas, Timothy Crippen, Shauna 
Curphey, Lainie Decker, Darin 
Dooley, Stephen James, James 
Miner, Ari Okano, Judy Parker 
and Sharon Rye. 

More than 100 students 
produced short films based on 
the ABA Law Week theme. On 
May 6, Oregon Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Paul J. De Muniz 
presented awards to the teams 
of elementary, middle and high 
school student filmmakers at the 
screening and awards ceremony 
before an enthusiastic audience at 
the Hollywood Theatre. A special 
thank you to all our sponsors, 
including the Multnomah Bar 
Foundation, for their continued 
support. For more information 
and to view winning films, please 
visit www.theyouthfilmproject.org.

Volunteers 
at the “Tell it 
to the Judge” 
event included 
Judges Tom 
Ryan, Diana 
Stuart, Keith 
Meisenheimer, 
Steven Todd 
and Julie 
Frantz, who 
took time 
out of their 
weekends 

to help members of the public. 
They answered questions ranging 
from individual landlord-tenant 
disputes to how they became a 
judge. YLS members Sarah Brown, 
Laura Salerno and Ben Kelley 
helped out. Kyoko Wyse and Alex 
Sutton co-chaired the event.

An event raised money for 
Central City Concern (CCC), 
which provides critical job 
training and employment 
placement as it combats 
the twin blights of poverty 
and homelessness. Through 
partnerships with local 
businesses, CCC helps individuals 
towards a life of self-sufficiency. 
This event was made possible by 
the gracious support of Schwabe 
Williamson & Wyatt, Hagen 
O’Connell and the MBA.

CLW would not have been 
possible without the following 
individuals on the YLS Service to 
the Public Committee:

Jodie Ayura, chair; Slone Pearson 
of Hagen O’Connell and Kyoko 
Wyse of Wyse Kadish, co-chairs; 
Katherine de la Forest, Hagen 
O’Connell; Elaine Goeders, 
SAIF Corporation; Aaron 
Rabiroff, Olsen Olsen & Daines; 
Scott Phillips, Wesson Carlson 
& Swanlund; Ben Furth, a 
Multnomah County Judicial 
Clerk; Erin Fitzgerald, Case & 

Dusterhoff; Mary Chandler, PGE; 
Elizabeth Kafel; Alex Sutton, 
Gevurtz Menashe; Christiane 
Fife, Schwabe Williamson & 
Wyatt; Corrinne Hill, Holland & 
Knight; Jennifer Nelson, Littler 
Mendelson; Raife Neuman, Raife 
Neuman Law; Jeanne Sinnot, 
Miller Nash; Kaley Fendall, Davis 
Wright Tremaine.

CLW is truly an amazing 
collaborative event of the 
Multnomah County legal 
community. If you were unable 
to participate this year, please 
consider joining us next year. For 
more information, contact Raife 
Neuman, raife.neuman@
gmail.com.

Thank you to the Community 
Law and YOUthFilm Executive 
Producer sponsors:
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt
Cosgrave Vergeer Kester
Davis Wright Tremaine
Holland & Knight
Stoel Rives
 

Banner Sponsors:
Barran Liebman
Cosgrave Vergeer Kester
 
Central City Concern Event 
Sponsors:
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt
Holland & Knight
 
CLW Sponsors:
Ater Wynne
Barran Liebman
Farleigh Wada Witt
Hagen O’Connell
Legal Aid Services of Oregon
Littler Mendelson
Oregon State Bar
Wyse Kadish
Yates Matthews & Eaton
Tonkon Torp

Special Thanks to
Chief Justice Paul J. De Muniz
Multnomah Bar Foundation

Thank You To All Our 
Volunteers!




